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Rt Hon Justine Greening MP 
Secretary of State  

 

19 February 2013 
 
Dear Colleague 
 
With the recent launch of the NGOs’ major new campaign on hunger, I am 
aware that you have been receiving letters from your constituents about 
the issues the campaign raises.  I hope this letter will address the points 
being raised.   
 
The Prime Minister and I have welcomed the launch of the ‘Enough Food 
for Everyone IF’ campaign.  As I said at the campaign’s parliamentary 
launch, Britain is unique in the level of public support and concern that we 
show for our fellow citizens in the world’s poorest countries.  The IF 
campaign is a fantastic demonstration of that support. 
 
The campaign’s headline message is about tackling hunger, but it includes 
specific policy asks on investment in food and nutrition security, tax, land, 
and transparency.  We are already taking action on many of these issues, 
and will continue to drive progress in 2013 including, where appropriate, 
through our G8 Presidency.  Please allow me to respond to each of the 
campaign asks in turn. 
 
Investment in agriculture, nutrition and climate 
 
The campaign calls for the UK Government to fulfil our commitment to 
spend 0.7% of national income on aid by 2013, to increase our spending 
on agriculture and nutrition, and to ensure finance is mobilised for climate 
adaptation.  
 
In 2013, we are the first G8 country to meet our commitment to spend 
0.7% of national income on aid, a significant amount of which is spent on 
food and agriculture.  Under the Coalition Government, UK annual spend 
on nutrition has almost doubled from £19.3 million in 2009/10 to £37.5 
million in 2011/12.  This does not capture the significant UK spend on 



 

 

nutrition-sensitive, humanitarian or nutrition research.  By 2015 the UK 
Government has committed to reach 20 million pregnant women and 
children under the age of five with nutrition related programmes, and to 
ensure another 4 million people have enough food throughout the year.  
 
This year, we will build on last year’s Olympic Hunger Summit with a major 
food and nutrition event on 8 June, ahead of the G8 Summit.  We will also 
take forwards the New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition, which was 
launched at last year’s G8 and aims to lift 50 million people out of poverty 
over the next ten years through sustainable agricultural growth. 
 
The NGO campaign rightly draws attention to the serious impact that 
climate change, if left unchecked, could have on the food security of 
millions of the world’s poorest people.  The UK Government’s £2.9 billion 
International Climate Fund is an example of our commitment to tackling 
our fair share of the problem, and is still the only concrete commitment to 
climate finance beyond 2012 by a G8 country. 
 
Land and biofuels 
 
The campaign asks the UK Government to work to improve governance of 
large-scale land acquisitions, for example through a review of World Bank 
investments in land, and through implementation of the Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries 
and Forests.  The campaign also calls for the Government to end support 
for certain biofuels policies. 
  
The UK Government recognises that competing pressures on land for food 
and fuel risk exposing the world’s poorest people to hunger.  We believe 
that private sector investment in poor countries is essential for global food 
security, but it is vital that the rights of the people living on the land are 
taken into account.  We are working with the World Bank on its investment 
policies and supporting its efforts to make its agricultural lending 
programmes more transparent.  We will also push for implementation of 
the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of 
Land, which are an internationally agreed set of guidelines for the 
management of land tenure. 
 
Whilst sustainable biofuels play a role in our efforts to tackle climate 
change, particularly where there is no viable alternative fuel, the 
Government believes that biofuel production should not adversely affect 
people’s access to land and natural resources.  
  



 

 

 
Tax and Transparency 
 
The NGOs call for changes to UK rules to help ensure developing 
countries receive the taxes they are due and to take a lead on improving 
global tax transparency.  They also ask for improved corporate 
accountability, budget and land transparency. 
  
The Prime Minister has outlined an ambitious agenda for the UK’s G8 
Presidency, aimed at advancing trade, ensuring tax compliance and 
promoting transparency.  We will promote stronger international standards 
on tax transparency to tackle tax evasion and we will increase our work 
with developing countries to enable them to collect the tax that is due to 
them.  We will take action to promote greater transparency in extractive 
industries. Revenues from oil, gas and mining can help developing 
countries to forge a path to sustainable growth, instead of fuelling conflict 
and corruption.  We will also use our G8 Presidency to galvanise support 
for land transparency, promoting more responsible and productive 
investments in agriculture.  
 
I meet regularly with the NGOs, including to discuss the IF campaign and 
the UK’s G8 Presidency.  Although inevitably we might at times differ on 
what we think the solutions are, I believe that together we can make great 
progress in the battle against poverty in 2013. 
 
I hope this is helpful to you and that you will find it useful to pass to any 
constituents who may write to you about the subjects above. 
 

 
 

JUSTINE GREENING 


